Learning English through Poems and Songs


Limericks

Although limericks are not at all easy to write, they provide much opportunity for students to enhance their sense of rhythm and rhyme and thus should be encouraged. 
Learning Activity 1 (15 minutes)
Understanding limericks

Ask students to read the limericks in groups, help each other with any unfamiliar words and discuss what the poems are about. Teachers might like to go round the groups and offer help when needed.
Students will continue to work in groups to complete the gap-fill activity. If they have any difficulty working out the answers, consider giving them clues such as providing the first one or two of the letters of the missing word (like what is done to the third bullet).

Suggested answers:
· It consists of five lines.

· The rhyme pattern is A A B B A.
· The number of syllables per line is: 9/9/6/6/9; the inner two lines are shorter and rhyme separately.
· The rhythm should be bouncy and jolly/happy.
· The first line often begins “There was (a person) called (name) or from (a place)”.
· The second line often begins with “Who”.
· The simple past is the usual tense.
· Word order can be played with a little to get the right rhyme.
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For less advanced students:

Consider giving choices for some of the blanks. For example:

· The rhyme pattern is A A__ __ A (BB/AA).
· The number of syllables per line is: 9/__/__/__/9 (7-4-4/9-6-6); the inner two lines are          __ __ __ __ __ __ __ and rhyme separately (shorter/sharper).
· The rhythm should be bouncy and __ __ __ __ __ (happy/quiet).
· The __ __ __ __ __ line often begins “There was (a person) called (name) or from (a place)”(first/third)




Learning Activity 2 (15 minutes)
Reading and Writing
1. This activity focusses on the structure of limericks. In re-organising the poem, students would need to consider more closely some of the characteristics of limericks which they learnt about in the previous activity. They might like to note that the first two lines of limericks do not necessarily always begin with “There was…” and “Who…” respectively.
Suggested answers:
	He was so extremely tall and strong (2)

	And screamed, “Run quickly. Here comes King Kong!” (5)

	When people saw him first (3)

	Allow me to introduce Roy Wong. (1)

	They thought the very worst (4)


2. This activity requires students to continue to apply what they have learnt about the characteristics of limericks. Students would need to find a word that rhymes with “true” (line 1) to replace “ship”. Lines 3 and 4 do not have the right number of syllables, and students would need to replace the underlined words or expressions with appropriate ones to meet requirements.
Suggested answers:
	This story I tell you is most true.
It’s the story of a magic shoe.

It grew an eagle’s wings

And many other things

And when it had them, away it flew.
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For less advanced students:

For question 1, you might like to start students off by providing the first line “Allow me to introduce Roy Wong” as an example.
For question 2, consider providing students with choices, e.g.

It’s the story of a magic ship. (horse/shoe)

It grew a bird’s wings (an eagle’s/chicken)

As well as many other things (Along with/And)



Learning Activity 3 (10 minutes)
Reading
Teachers should make sure that students understand what the words in the boxes mean before asking them to complete the limericks. 

Suggested answers:
	There was a young singer called Joe Chan
Who could not attract a single fan.

No one bought his CD

Even when it was free

So he drove off a cliff in his van. 


	I once knew a boy called Oscar Pang
Who loved to play with a boomerang.

The latest news I’ve heard 

(Though I know it’s absurd)

Is he’s married an orang-utang.
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For less advanced students:

In groups, students will focus just on one limerick, i.e. the first one about Joe Chan, and be given a shorter list of words to work with. After successful completion of the poem, they may be given the Oscar Pang limerick to work on.

For more advanced students:

Students will complete the limericks without the help of the word list.



Learning Activity 4 (60 minutes)
Writing
1. Where necessary, teachers might like to provide students with the following rhyme ideas to help them to write:

· long, gong, song, wrong, along, belong, ping pong, Wong, Kong, Fong, Tong
Suggested answers:
	I met a young woman named May Wong
Who sat round for hours playing mahjong.

She also likes poodles

And instant pork noodles.

I wonder if she came from Hong Kong.


2. Suggested answers:
	(a)
	There once was a big boy from Kowloon
Who always acted like a buffoon;

When he went to the zoo,

They all knew what to do.
He now lives with his friend the baboon.



	
	There once was a big boy from Kowloon
Who refused to get up until noon;

When his mother got mad,

And yelled “you’re so bad,”

He frowned and shrugged and blew a balloon.

	
	

	(b)
	There once was a young girl from Wanchai
Who claimed that she was extremely shy;

When a cute boy walked in,

Why, his heart she did win,

For she knew that he was the right guy.


3. Get students to work in groups and allow them plenty of time to draft and improve the content of their work. Students are usually very imaginative and should be able to come up with their own topic. However, if they really have difficulty thinking of one, here are a few suggestions:
· A cat meeting and befriending a bird

· The Chinese New Year

· A boy writing a limerick instead of answering questions in the exam

· My neighbour and her favourite food
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For less advanced students:

Students should be encouraged to express their ideas in writing as far as possible, even though their work may not fit all the basic requirements of a limerick. With more practice, they should be able to produce poems of better effect.
For question 1, you might like to help students to develop ideas for lines 3 and 4 by considering questions like “What else does May Wong do?” or “What else does she enjoy or dislike doing?”, and round off the poem by saying what becomes of her, how her friends feel about her, or where they think she is from.
For question 2, you might like to ask students to complete the first limerick only. They can then be asked to create 2-3 versions using the same starter on line 2 and using different starting words on lines 3 and 5. This will provide extra practice for them. If they then feel more confident, they can be asked to complete the second limerick with less support.
For question 3, instead of writing a new poem, students may be asked to re-write one of the limericks they have read or completed in previous activities.
While students are working on these activities, teachers will go around the groups and offer support regarding content and language.



Additional resources on limericks:
http://www.poetry-online.org/limericks.htm
http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/english/limerick.htm
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